CHAPTER  III
WET  PROCESS
THE wet method of manufacture, for dealing with chalk
and clay, or other soft materials which can be treated in
a wash-mill, may "be subdivided into two separate heads,
viz. the " Wet Process," and the " Semi-Wet or Goreham
Process." The latter is the later, and almost exclusively
used at the present time, as it does away with the necessity
of backs or settling tanks, the slurry, after leaving the
mills being pumped direct to the kilns, thus effecting a
considerable economy in labour.
The wet method of manufacture consists of mixing the
chalk and clay, or other materials which are capable of
such treatment, in a wash-mill with water, until they are
broken up and reduced to a sufficient degree of fineness
to pass through the grating, with which the outlets of the
mill are provided.
The wash-mill, a sectional elevation and plan of which
are given in fig. i, consists of an annular pit, about four-
teen to eighteen feet in diameter, according to the required
output, lined with brickwork, in and around which revolve
a series of harrows, carrying a number of suitable tines or
knives to break up the materials under treatment These,
harrows are suspended by chains from a series of radial
horizontal arms, properly stayed and braced, the whole
being driven by a crown wheel at the top of the central
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